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INTRODUCTION

Before tobacco transformed Tampa into the cigar capital of the world during its heyday, most of the cigar manufacturing in Florida began in Key West. A few Cuban artisans and cigar factory owners moved their operation to the tiny island during Cuba’s Ten Years War (1868–1878). This war for Cuban independence from the Spanish crown was one of three that would consume the island of Cuba for the next three decades. With the introduction of the cigar industry in Key West and distribution offices in New York City, the taste and smoking habits of Americans would be forever changed; however, Key West’s location was its own enemy. Before Henry Flagler’s Railroad, access to Key West was only by ship. By 1885, a series of labor strikes by cigar workers who wanted to form unions against the wishes of the factory owners crippled the cigar industry in Key West.

In the fall of 1885, Vicente Martínez Ybor purchased 40 acres of land, located northeast of Tampa, from Capt. John T. Lesley. Ignancio Haya soon followed by purchasing additional acres adjacent to those newly purchased by Ybor. A fire destroyed Ybor’s factory in Key West on April 1, 1886. The fire forced Ybor to divert all of his attention toward building a new factory and a town on the recently purchased land near Tampa rather than rebuilding in Key West. His layout of the early community was based on company towns that existed in those days—there was a factory, dwellings for the workers’ families, and commercial businesses. Vicente Martínez Ybor and Ignancio Haya purchased more land and established real estate offices to sell to incoming workers and businesses.

Most of the workers coming in were Cuban. Then came the Spaniards and Italians. Merchants, mostly Jewish immigrants from eastern Europe, began setting up shops. The community overnight had a European culture different from the “Anglo” culture shared by the inhabitants of Tampa only a few miles away. The cultural differences between the two communities isolated them from each other for many decades. Ybor City was incorporated into the City of Tampa on June 2, 1887. The annexation only made the “Latin Quarter” a city within a city; however, by 1890, Tampa and Ybor City had a total population of almost 6,000, which represented an increase of 760% since 1880. Within five years, another community designed to lure cigarmaking immigrants was created by Hugh C. MacFarlane and was known as West Tampa.

During Cuba’s third and final war for independence that began in 1895, many Cuban insurrectionist leaders solicited support from the Cuban communities that sprang up in Florida during the 1880s. These were Key West, Ocala, Jacksonville, Fernandina, West Tampa, and Ybor City. José Martí was one of the leaders for the Cuban Insurrection of 1895 and was a frequent visitor to Ybor and West Tampa. As early as 1891, Martí garnered support from the Cuban community in the Tampa area. At the El Liceo Cubana, José Martí delivered two speeches and drafted “Las Resoluciones,” which became the program of the United Cuban Revolutionary Party and eventually secured the independence of Cuba from Spain in 1898. Ramon Rivero y Rivero collaborated with Martí in drafting the basis for the Revolutionary Party. Rivero served as editor for the newspaper Cuba, which was dedicated to the cause of Cuban Independence. Its presses ran from 1887 to 1898. The offices of the newspaper were once located on 8th Avenue near Martí Park in Ybor City.

In 1893, two Spanish agents attempted to poison Martí while he was visiting Ybor; the Cuban’s intuition saved his life. The agents were apprehended and Martí forgave them after they repented. Two years later the plotters would distinguish themselves as patriots in the battlefield as Martí had predicted. After the attempt on José Martí’s life, Ruperto and Paulina Pedroso took the Cuban leader into their home as a place of refuge. Whenever Martí stayed at the Pedroso house the flag of the budding Republic of Cuba fluttered outside. In the evenings, Cubans formed groups outside the little house to watch the “Apostle of Freedom” through the windows. Martí’s room remained lit until late at night, and, at times in the silence, the scratching of his pen could be heard. On October 12, 1894, José Martí delivered his last Ybor City revolutionary speech from the leader’s pulpit amidst the wild acclaim of the Cuban cigar makers at the Emilio Pons Cigar Factory. The final words of his prophetic speech were “We shall triumph! Their hammer blows will be met by a destructive file of steel.” José Martí lost his life during a skirmish with Spanish troops at Dos Rios, Cuba, on May 19, 1895.

On May 16, 1896, enraged by the revolutionary activities of the Ybor City tobacco workers, the captain general of Cuba, Valeriano Weyler, imposed an embargo on the exportation of tobacco. The edict was a severe blow. Near Ybor, the Neyland family established a tobacco plantation under glass producing 350 bales yearly. The Neylands helped save the cigar industry, and “tabaqueros” continued to give a day’s work weekly (El Día de la Patria) for the cause of Cuban liberty.

With the destruction of the U.S. battleship Maine in Havana Harbor on February 15, 1898, and the declaration of war on April 24, 1898, Tampa became a port of embarkation for U.S. troops on their way to Cuba. Some 30,000 troops arrived in Tampa and 16,000 embarked from Port Tampa on June 7. During those months, the Cuban Revolutionary Party established a headquarters in Ybor City, and a regiment of Cuban volunteers were raised and commanded by Gen. Emilio Núñez and his adjutant, Col. Justo Carrillo. Cuban volunteers went with the American expedition to fight for Cuban independence. Interestingly, there were others who had taken up the Cuban cause, like Orestes Ferrara, a young Italian immigrant who joined a Tampa expedition into Cuba and served under Gen. Maximo Gomez. With the birth of the Cuban Republic, Ferrara rose to a high office as the president of the Cuban Senate and as the Cuban ambassador to the United States.

By 1900, Ybor City and its sister satellite, West Tampa, were diverse communities of immigrants consisting of Cubans (white and black), Spaniards (Galicians, Asturianos, Creoles, etc.), Italians, Eastern European Jews, and Germans. A unique culture was created where the various cultures and traditions were intermixed and natives knew how to speak various languages, with Spanish being the most predominant. This “mixing” or blending of various heritages created a new one—Los Tampaños (the anglicized version is Tampanian). It was fairly common to come across an old Ybor City or West Tampa native who proudly proclaimed in Spanish“¡Soy Tampeño!” or in ‘Spanglish’ “I’m Tampeña!” This pictorial history tries to capture some of what Ybor City was in its early days. I hope that as you peruse these pages you will become interested in this community’s fascinating heritage, as well as their contribution to Tampa Bay as a whole, and that those who were raised here will experience a stirring of fond memories.


 Alejandro M. de Quesada




One

TOBACCO, TOBACQUEROS, Y TOBACQUERIAS
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The source of Ybor City’s prosperity was Cuban tobacco. Workers are seen gathering tobacco for treatment, after which it was sent to Cuban factories and abroad for manufacturing cigars. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Factory workers prepare filler tobacco at the Cuesta-Rey Factory in 1924. (Courtesy Florida State Archives.)
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Workers at the Sanchez-Haya factory choose tobacco leaf for use as cigar wrappers. (Courtesy Florida State Archives.)
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Immigrant women strip the tobacco leaf from the rib, a job that frequently served as an entry point into the cigar industry for women. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Women played a large role in the work force of Ybor City’s cigar factories in 1935. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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These female workers, seen putting together cigar boxes, are possibly employees of the Tampa Box Company, which produced most of the cigar boxes for cigar factories in Ybor City and in West Tampa around 1917. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Skilled cigar workers, as denoted by their dress, posed for a photographer in their workshop around the turn of the 19th century. Small cigar-manufacturing businesses with 5 to 40 employees were known as “Buckeyes.” (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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In 1909, before child labor laws came into effect, many young children worked in cigar factories as a means of providing income for their families. (Courtesy Library of Congress.)
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The Ybor City office of the Seidenberg Cigar Company is shown here in 1894. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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As seen from his raised platform, a lector entertained and educated his audience by reading material selected by cigar workers who paid for the service, c. 1930. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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This is another view of a lector reading to cigar workers in the 1930s. The back of this postcard proclaimed that Ybor City’s 115 factories produced nearly half a billion cigars each year. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Front office employees of Cigar Factory #224 in Ybor City are seen here at the turn of the 19th century. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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By the 1930s, machinery began to take the place of skilled cigar workers. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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By the 1940s, the majority of cigar factories in the Tampa Bay area were mechanized. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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This exterior view of the Ybor-Manrara Company cigar factory was taken in 1900. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The factory that Vicente Martínez Ybor built has gone through various owners over the years. To this day it remains standing. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The Sanchez & Haya Factory Number 1 was located at the corner of Seventh Avenue and Fifteenth Street in this 1892 picture. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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In 1926, this building was the home of Diaz, Raphael & Company Factory Number 395 on Twelfth Street and Fifteenth Avenue. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The E. Regensburg & Sons Cigar Factory was at 2701 Sixteenth Street in 1951. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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This is an even earlier view of the Regensburg Factory in 1917. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The Gonzalez & Sanchez Company in Ybor City is pictured here in 1915. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The Nordac Factory was located on the southwest corner of Nineteenth Street and Ninth Avenue in 1924. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Mr. M. Corral and Mr. C. Sierra of the Corral-Wodiska Company are pictured here in front of the entrance to their factory in May of 1921. The company was well known for its “Julia Marlowe” brand. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The M. Perez Company Cigar Factory was located on Nineteenth Street in Ybor City in 1901. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The Corral-Wodiska Company moved to this site at 1306 Nineteenth Street. This is a promotional photograph dating to May 1940. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Seidenberg & Company, a branch of the Havana-American Company, is shown here in Ybor City in 1900. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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According to the postcard, this is “A Modern Cigar Factory, Tampa, Fla.” (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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This promotional postcard shows the cigar factories of Samuel L. Davis, E. Regensburg & Sons, and Pendas & Alvarez. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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The famous HAV-A-TAMPA Cigar Factory is shown here in the 1940s. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)






Two

WAR, STRIKES, AND POLITICS
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Early in Ybor City’s existence, the Cuban community was committed in freeing their island from the colonial rule of Spain. Cuba had gone through two wars for independence previously and a third was brewing. Here one can see a patriotic photo made in a Ybor City studio showing a volunteer dressed in the uniform worn by the Cuban Army of Liberation or Mambí around 1895. (Courtesy Historical Museum of Southern Florida and the Carribbean.)
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José Martí began visiting the Tampa Bay area as early as 1891 in order to garner support from the Cuban community for operations against the Spanish colonial forces in Cuba. He made well over 20 trips to Ybor City from his base in New York. Martí is seen standing on the steps of the Vicente Martinez Ybor Cigar Factory with members and supporters of the Cuban Revolutionary Party in 1893. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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With the destruction of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor and the eventual declaration of war by the United States against Spain, the Tampa Bay area became the embarkation point for the invasion of Cuba. Seen here is the encampment of the 69th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment on the outskirts of Ybor City in 1898. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0034.jpg]

The Second Georgia Regiment was encamped at DeSoto Park near Ybor City. Discipline among the troops, especially the state volunteers, was a problem for both military and local law enforcement officials. On one occasion, the 69th New York left their hat insignias as a calling card after robbing the Florida Brewery of their products in Ybor City. Blacks and Hispanics, regardless if they were Spaniard or Cuban, were occasionally roughed up by rogue bands of volunteer soldiers. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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In 1899, a 16-week strike was staged in Ybor City by cigar workers. Seen here is a group of workers of various races and nationalities who organized a soup kitchen to feed the families of the strikers. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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A crowd of approximately 5,000 listen to a speech by José de la Campa in 1912. Mr. de la Campa, a veteran of the 1910 strike, served a year of hard labor on a Florida chain gang for his role during the strike. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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By the 1920s, El Centro Obrero (The Labor Temple) on the corner of Nebraska and Eleventh Avenues became the command post for Ybor City’s labor movement. With federal intervention, employers finally recognized the Cigar Maker’s International Union in 1933. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library.)
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A civil war broke out in Spain between the Republicans and the Nationalists in 1936. Many people of Iberian lineage residing in Ybor City or West Tampa were split between the two factions. Children dressed as Republican milicianos sing “¡No Pasarán!” and give the salute during a fund-raiser at La Columna Park in West Tampa in 1937. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0039.jpg]

Young Republican supporters are shown here at a fund-raiser in 1937. Children such as these raised money for the communist-backed Spanish Republic by collecting the tin foil from chewing gum wrappers and cigarette packs. The tin foil was then made into fishing sinkers and locally sold to purchase canned milk and other supplies for the Spanish children. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Alvin D. Pasternick was one of many Tampans who volunteered to fight in Spain with the Republican forces. He joined the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and was killed on the Aragon Front on October 17, 1937. In the years following the Nationalist victory in 1939, many returning American veteran volunteers of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade were blacklisted from employment and social circles because of growing anti-communist sentiment. (Courtesy Abraham Lincoln Archives, Brandeis University.)
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Pictured here is a scrap drive in Ybor City during World War II. Note the scrap sign is in both Spanish and English. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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A female welder at the Tampa shipyards is seen here on September 18, 1943. As most able-bodied men left their jobs to enlist in the military, women began to take over the vacant positions. During the war these working women were affectionately nicknamed “Rosie the Riveter.” (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Throughout the war, the shipyards along the Ybor Channel produced all types of ships for the war effort, from liberty ships to sub-chasers. Seen here is a pre-war aerial view of the Tampa Shipbuilding Company, December 1939. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Ships were being built and/or repaired 24 hours a day during the war years. This photograph, dated December 6, 1942, shows the Tampa dockyards at full throttle despite blackout restrictions. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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As the Spanish community in Ybor City and West Tampa supported the Republicans during the Spanish Civil War, many Cuban-Americans supported Fidel Castro and his uprising against Cuban dictator Fulgencio Batista during the 1950s. Seen here is a fidelista with anti-Batista placards in the streets of Ybor City. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Cuban Senator Eddie Chibas is pictured here speaking to a large crowd in Ybor City in the 1950s. Chibas committed suicide over a live broadcast on Cuban radio in protest against the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Cuban-American supporters rally around the flag of the Movimiento 26 de Julio along Ybor City’s Seventh Avenue in 1959. In time, many members would become disillusioned with Castro’s revolution because of the corruption, the dismantling of individual rights, and the increasing influence of communists in the government. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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In December 1955, Fidel Castro visited Ybor City and gave a speech in imitation to that of José Martí on the steps of the Corral Wodiska Cigar Factory. Later that night Castro gave a one-and-a-half-hour speech to a crowd of approximately 300 in an Ybor City union hall on Seventh Avenue (the building now home to the La Unión Martí-Maceo). In Spanish, Castro thundered, “My movement will end only when tyranny is dead or we are dead. If Batista does not resign, there will be no revolution!” (Courtesy El Museo del Circulo Cubano.)
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From Cuba came anti-Batista organizations like the Movimiento 26 de Julio, which established local chapters in Latin communities scattered throughout the United States. These organizations staged protests, raised funds, and performed random acts of terrorism against pro-Batista supporters. This is a fund-raising table for the movement in Ybor City in 1959. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Throughout the 1960s, many Cubans took up arms again to fight Fidel Castro’s communist-backed government. Infiltrations into Cuba were almost regular; however, the largest and most famous of these was the CIA-backed invasion of the Bay of Pigs, where over 1,500 Cuban exiles fought against Castro’s troops and were eventually captured in April 1961. This scene is one of many groups receiving paramilitary training for a possible excursion into Cuba. Infiltrations such as these were ended by the CIA in the late 1960s. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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On a platform calling for clean elections, Mack Traina is seen campaigning for Alcalde of Ybor City outside the Las Novedades Restaurant in 1959. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)






Three

CLUBS, FRATERNAL ORDERS, AND MUTUAL AID SOCIETIES
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To counteract anti-Spanish attacks from the Cuban community (the island of Cuba had staged a series of revolts against the Spanish crown since 1868), many Spaniards wanted a mutual aid club. The state of Florida issued Centro Español’s charter on September 7, 1891. Ignancio Haya donated funds for the first building and became the club’s first president. Seen here is the first building of Centro Español as it appeared on Seventh Avenue during the turn of the 19th century. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Beginning in 1909, a more permanent structure for Centro Español was built on Seventh Avenue. The splendor of this building showed the fact that the Spanish commanded the elite positions in the cigar industry while Cubans occupied the lower economic niches in Ybor City. Membership was strictly limited to those who were Spanish-born or Spanish descendents. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Frequently called “anarchists” by the Galician leadership, a large faction of dissident members of Centro Español seceded to organize Centro Asturiano in 1902. Their first clubhouse was erected on the corner of Palm and Nebraska Avenues and dedicated on January 22, 1909. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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In 1912, a fire destroyed the Centro Asturiano clubhouse, and a new structure was unveiled on May 15, 1914. Unlike the Centro Español, membership was open to all Spaniards, Galicians, Italians, and even Cubans who joined because of Centro Asturiano’s facilities and benefits. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Due to a large Spanish population in Tampa, the Centro Español’s clubhouse was not large enough to handle the number of people wanting to use the facilities. In 1909, a second site was chosen on Howard Avenue in West Tampa to alleviate the crowds in the Ybor City site. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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In 1916, the Círculo Cubano’s building burned. A campaign drive by members to rebuild was boosted by a $2,000 donation by Cuban President Mario Menocal. The architectural firm of Bonfoey and Elliot, designers of most of the clubhouses in Ybor City, created a clubhouse for the new site on Palm Avenue and Fourteenth Street. Completed in 1918, the Círculo Cubano boasted a theatre, a cantina, a pharmacy, a library, and a ballroom. It was and still is considered to be the flagship of all the clubs in Ybor City. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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L’Unione Italiana, or the Italian Club, was founded in April 1894. Construction of the Italian Club on Seventh Avenue and Eighteenth Street, as seen today, began in April of 1917. The first one on Seventh Avenue (between Seventeenth and Eighteenth Streets) was constructed in 1912 and was gutted by fire in 1915. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Organized in 1901, the German-American Club was one of the few non-Latin ethnic clubs in Ybor City. A cornerstone was laid for the clubhouse on the northeast corner of Nebraska Avenue and Eleventh Avenue on February 23, 1908, with a grand opening following on January 1, 1909. The building served Ybor City’s German and Jewish population until its sale in 1919. From 1919 to 1924 it housed Ybor City’s Labor Temple Association. In 1924 it was purchased by and became the Young Men’s Hebrew Association until 1944. After 1944, the club was occupied by Los Caballeros De La Luz. Presently the building is owned and managed by the city of Tampa. The individual pictured on the right is George Stecher, the club’s first president. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Many of the clubs functioned as mutual aid societies, where members could receive medical care. The Sanatorio del Centro Español on Bayshore Boulevard is shown here early in the 20th century. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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This 1917 image shows a student musical group from the Círculo Cubano who specialize in popular Spanish music. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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The social hub for Ybor City’s youth was the Cuban Club. Cuban-American youngsters dressed symbolically as Mambí and Liberty posed for this 1912 portrait during a dance at the Cuban Club. (Courtesy Florida State Archives.)
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This 1927 photograph shows members of the Sacerdo Dicia del Ogar, an Ybor City social club. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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The “sala bar” of the Centro Español’s West Tampa clubhouse is seen here in the 1930s. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Ladies dressed as Spanish señoritas in traditional costumes gather for a function in the cantina of Centro Español in the 1930s. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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A banquet for Las Damas del Centro Español was held on April 25, 1935, at Garcia’s Restaurant. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The famous outdoor patio of the Cuban Club is pictured here on October 15, 1939. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Seen here are the executives of the Beneficiencia section of the Centro Español in 1941. They are, from left to right, José Arango, Manuel Pareja, and J. Oscar Mijares. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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This is a patient’s room in the Centro Español Hospital in 1941. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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An x-ray room in the Centro Español Hospital is shown here in 1941. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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A banquet of the Young Hebrew Association was held in the old German Club in Ybor City on April 18, 1943. The German Club was closed down during WW I due to anti-German feelings; it later became the Young Men’s Hebrew Association (YMHA) building. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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A committee of the Logia Caballero de la Luz was assigned to establish a monument honoring the mothers of the world. The monument was dedicated on the grounds of the University of Tampa in 1948, and it was relocated to a site near Centro Español in 1960. Plans are to move the monument again because of development and to place it near the old German Club on Nebraska. Pictured, from left to right, are Gonzalo Valdes, Oalio Gonzalez, Bienvenido Martell, Orlando Emigre, S.M. Leal, Jose Rodriguez, and Miguel Martinez. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Las Damas del Centro Español organized fund-raisers for the El Centro Español Sanitorium cabarets. At $1.50 per month, members received full social and recreational benefits and complete medical coverage, called fondly “Cradle to the Grave.” (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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American and Cuban flags form a backdrop during a meeting of a fraternal group, the Caballeros de la Luz, at the Cuban Club on May 9, 1947. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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La Logia Universal (Universal Lodge) #178 F&AM was founded in 1911. It was, and still is, the only Masonic Lodge in Florida in which the meetings are conducted in Spanish. The temple occupies the second floor of the brick building on the southeast corner of Seventh Avenue and Twenty-Second Street. This photo was taken in 1958 at a meeting of Past Masters of the Universal Lodge, which has 275 members. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Palm Avenue is pictured here in the 1970s. Hillsborough Community College moved in across the street from the Cuban Club, which now shows more than 60 years of neglect. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)






Four

SCHOOL DAYS
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Many of the immigrant communities in Ybor City and West Tampa established schools that perpetuated their cultural identity. Many immigrants believed that they would eventually return home; however, the majority stayed on in their newly adopted homeland. Seen here are students and teachers from Scuola Italiana in a picture taken on November 27, 1902. Professor R. Scocozza is seen at the top holding the Italian flag. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Children of the Wilson Garden Club work on the grounds of the Wolff Mission School. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The first boys’ scouting organization in Ybor City was Boy Scout Troop 41. It was organized in 1921 when the Boy Scout movement was getting underway in Tampa. In this 1922 photo, from left to right, are the following: (front row) John Delgado, Virgelio Medina, Alfredo Sanchez, Rodolfo Paula, Louis LeCalsi, and Oswald Navarro; (middle row) Felix Cannella, Jimmie Riggio, Adolfo Garcia, John Villar, George Beltran, and Richard Casanueva; (back row) Scoutmaster Frank Williams, Mrs. Cora Borchers, Joe Sanchez, Edward Anton, Frank Babeno, Armando Granados, and Assistant Scoutmaster Roy Wagle. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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An all-girl basketball team from Wolff Mission School is seen here in 1924. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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This class photo at Our Lady of Perpetual Help School in Ybor City was taken in 1937. The students are, from left to right, as follows: (front row) Albert Fernandez, Tony Alvarez, John Foy, Joe Bowers, Manuel Garcia, Bernard Clark, and Henry Garcia; (middle row) Virginia Rodriguez, Violet Garcia, Grace Mascuñana, ? Garcia, Gloria Juan, Rose Echevarria, Aida ?, and Grace Barcelo; (back row) Olga Menendez, Dolores ?, Tony Villavicenzo, Albert Velasco Mike Blanco, Albert Castillo, Frank Gonzalez, Gloria Caruso, and Mildred Gutierrez. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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On May 18, 1963, 43 students at Our Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH) School received their first communion from their religion instructor, Rev. Thomas Kelly. The children were trained by volunteer teachers of the parish under the supervision of the pastor and his assistants. The old OLPH School was torn down in 1992. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Here is another view of Boy Scout Troop 41 as they appeared alongside the Cuban Club building on Palm Avenue in 1931. (Courtesy El Museo del Circulo Cubano.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0084.jpg]

During the hot Florida summer months, many a vacationing student would hang out at the swimming pool in Cascaden Park. This photo was taken in the 1940s. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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In the 1960s and 1970s, many of the clubs sponsored Little League teams such as the Círculo Cubano Yankees seen here in 1974. Many of the children of the immigrants were becoming more “Americanized” with each passing generation. Today, many Tampaños who are third or fourth generation do not know the language of their immigrant ancestors. (Courtesy El Museo del Círculo Cubano.)
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By the 1970s, most of the immigrant families and their descendents had moved out of Ybor City and West Tampa. There were fewer events for young children. The old Cuban Club theatre is seen here playing movies to children in 1980. With no children to carry on its cultural legacy, Ybor City and West Tampa began to decay. (Courtesy El Museo del Círculo Cubano.)






Five

STREET SCENES
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In 1886, before street cars came to Tampa, the small locomotive Number Two of the Tampa Street Railway Company, known affectionately as “Hattie,” provided transportation service between Tampa and Ybor City. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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This 1898 picture of Twelfth Avenue and Twentieth Street in Ybor City shows Jose Arango’s home and cigar workers’ homes in the background. Note the streetcar in the foreground. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Jose Ronco was typical of many merchants moving into Ybor City who catered to the new influx of immigrants. His business specialized in tinning and plumbing. This picture is from the 1890s. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Dr. Maximo M. Diaz ran the Florida Drug Company on Eleventh Avenue in Ybor City in the 1890s. The sign on the side of the business written in Spanish reads: “Complete line of French and Spanish patents. Specialty in the formulas.” (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Workers gather in front of and in the windows of the Tampa Box Company for a photograph, c. 1890s. Henry Leiman was the owner, and his executive was George Stecker, the first president of the German Club. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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West Tampa is pictured here in 1894. As Ybor City became established, another entrepreneur, Hugh C. MacFarlane, tried to lure cigar-making immigrants into an area to be known as West Tampa. Scaffolding scales Céspedes Hall (named for the island patriot Carlos Manuel de Céspedes), home of a Cuban social club and an opera house. The O’Halloran factory, notable for producing the cigar that ignited the Cuban Revolution of 1895, looms in the distance. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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This c. WW I photograph shows the Ybor City studio of the Burgerts, the family of Tampa photographers responsible for many of the historic photographs used in this book. The business was located in the old Sanchez & Haya Real Estate Company building. (Courtesy Florida State Archives.)
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Here is a typical street scene in Ybor City during the early 1900s. Note the simple cottages for the cigar-making families. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Note the rails for the streetcars and the Santaella Cigar Factory on the right of this West Tampa picture from the early part of the 20th century. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Bohemia Cafeteria, seen here c. 1920, was the first cafeteria in Ybor City and was located on Twelfth Avenue and Nineteenth Street. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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This picture of the railroad crossing at Twenty-Third Street, looking north from Sixth Avenue, was taken on April 1, 1920. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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A streetcar in 1898 passes in front of El Pasaje Hotel and Restaurant on Ninth Avenue and Fourteenth Street (Avenida Republica de Cuba). (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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This side view of the Columbia Restaurant, located on the southwest corner of Seventh Avenue and Twenty-Second Street, was taken on August 5, 1935. The establishment was founded by Casmiro Hernandez, who was forced into Spanish naval service as a Cuban and deserted his warship by jumping overboard and swimming to his home shore in 1898. He operated a little restaurant in Havana until he accumulated enough savings to come to the United States in 1904. The little bar and restaurant has grown over the years, but the Columbia is still operated by Casmiro’s descendents. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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The old Ybor City Railroad Depot at Nineteenth Street is pictured here on January 17, 1924. Note the Atlantic Coast Despatch boxcar on the left and various Atlantic Coast Line boxcars further down the tracks. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Looking north on Nineteenth Street in 1924 is the Ybor City Railroad Depot on the right. Note the lack of railroad warning signs; automobile drivers had to take extra caution when crossing the tracks. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Here are the results of an automobile versus a moving train. This view of the wreck was taken at the Twentieth Street crossing on April 10, 1919. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Here is the site of another automobile wreck near the Ybor City Streetcar Station in 1911. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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This November 12, 1921 photograph was taken looking north on Nineteenth Street at the Ybor City Station and railroad crossing. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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West Tampa’s Main Street Boulevard and Howard Avenue are shown here in 1911. The Bank of West Tampa, currently the 4th of July Cafe, is at right and was established in 1906. In the distance, the pointed tower at left was the old city hall and fire station. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The Ben Haimovitz Building in 1922 was located on the southwest corner of Seventh Avenue and Thirteenth Street. Sam Lee’s Chinese Laundry was at the extreme right of the building. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The interior of La Fonda Restaurant is pictured here in 1917. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The Columbia Restaurant’s coffee shop is seen here as it appeared at noon on November 10, 1939. It has been nicknamed the “Gem of Spanish Restaurants.” (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Here is another view of the Columbia Cafe as it appeared in 1945. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The Parrino family pose with some of their Belmont Heights customers at the Red Front Grocery in 1940. Many immigrant-run grocery stores catered to African-American residents. (Courtesy Donna Parrino.)
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The following series of views shows Ybor City’s Seventh Avenue through the decades. This image dates to the early 1900s. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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Seventh Avenue is seen here further west from the previous image, with the first wooden building of the Centro Español on the right. Also note the partial post office sign with the bilingual designation “POST OFFICE./CORREO.” (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0113.jpg]

Taken from nearly the same spot as the previous picture, this image shows the more elaborately built Centro Español during the WW I era. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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The streetcars may be gone in this image of Seventh Avenue in the 1950s, but their tracks were still around. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)
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By the 1960s, the streetcar tracks were removed and concrete islands with palm trees were placed down the center of Seventh Avenue. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0116.jpg]

Ybor City began to lose its charm in the 1970s as its buildings began to look rundown. The Centro Español, on the left, closed by the early 1980s. (Courtesy ADEQ Historical Resources.)






Six

PEOPLE
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Cigar factory owners play cards in the Cherokee Club in 1895. They are, from left to right, as follows: (seated) William Kline, Emilio Pons, F.A. Solomonson, and an unidentified accountant holding a child; (standing) Candido M. Ybor, Auturo and Oscar Manrara, and M. Guonod. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Vicente Martínez Ybor was the founder of Ybor City. (Courtesy San Carlos Institute.)
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One of the most famous actresses to perform on the different stages in Ybor City and West Tampa was Josefina Rodriguez. This program, dated Sunday, October 26, 1919, advertises that Miss Rodriguez will appear at the Centro Español in Ybor City. She will perform in a three-act play titled Amor Enmascarado (loosely translated “Masked Love”). (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Joaquin de la Llana, a lector, was nicknamed “El Conde” by cigar workers for his aristocratic manner and style of clothing. He served as a lector for the Cuesta-Rey and Martinez Ybor Cigar Factories, but lost his position when the manufacturers did away with it after strikes by cigar workers in the 1930s. Traditionally, lectors brought political awareness to cigar workers through the public reading of philosophy and political tracts by contemporary social reformers such as Karl Marx. Lectors, therefore, became an important threat to the cigar manufacturers. (Courtesy Gloria and Judy Deese.)
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Lorenzo Panepinto was a well-known artist, author, and socialist leader; he was also regarded as a hero by the Sicilian community in Ybor City and West Tampa. This 1934 image was found in Gaspare Nicotri’s Storia della Sicilia nelle Rivoluzione e Rivolte. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Tampa native Tommy Gomez is seen here seated with two army buddies on March 5, 1942. A well-known prize fighter, Tommy Gomez at one time reached number three rating in the heavyweight ranks when he was defeated by Jersey Joe Walcott. Gomez was typical of many who volunteered for service from Ybor City and West Tampa, and he had a notable military career during the war. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Dr. Gavilla, pictured here in 1943, was a well-known pediatrician in Ybor City who practiced without a medical license. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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A Tampa businessman is seen enjoying one of Ybor City’s famous delicacies, the Cuban Sandwich. (Courtesy Tampa-Hillsborough County Public Library System.)
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Peter Scaglione was a well-known bartender at the Columbia Café and is seen here in 1943. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Adela and Cesar Gonzmart, shown here in 1946, were able to create the Columbia Restaurant into a world-renown restaurant with satellite sites throughout Florida. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Cesar Gonzmart was also a well-known concert violinist. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Dr. José Luis Avellanal appears here in 1937. Dr. Avellanal was the son of Dr. José Ramon Avellanal, a respected physician in the Latin community of Ybor City and the founder of El Bien Público Clinic. José Luis lived in the El Pasaje Hotel, where he acted out many of his outlandish schemes—from freezing cats in order to revive them to handing out college diplomas from his bedroom, which had been chartered as Southern University. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Dr. Avellanal traveled to Cuba and helped to create the Legion of Honor of the Republic of Cuba, where recipients could have prestige bestowed upon them with a medal attached to a broad red sash for a price. Seen here are Cuban President Fulgencio Batista (second from right), Dr. Avellanal (third from right), and several other recipients of the Legion of Honor in Havana, Cuba, during the 1940s. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Dr. Avellanal is pictured here in 1976. After his stint in Cuba, Dr. Avellanal traveled to Mexico with a boxload full of Cuba’s Legion of Merit medals. After bribing a few Mexican politicians, the doctor was able to obtain a lieutenant general’s commission from the Mexican Army. Upon his return to Ybor City, Avellanal would wear his Mexican general’s uniform at gatherings. In the 1970s, he spearheaded a drive to save his home, El Pasaje, for which he received wide and local acclaim for his successful efforts. He was also a proud member of the Círculo Cubano. (Courtesy El Museo del Círculo Cubano.)
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Aurelino was affectionately known throughout Ybor City as “Piñerito,” and he worked at the Círculo Cubano as a handyman for 21 years. From left to right are Aurelino Piñero, Donna Parrino, Armando, and his wife, Hortensia Piñero, on their front portalito, c. 1950. (Courtesy Donna Parrino and La Gaceta.)
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Victoriano Manteiga and Cuban Senator Eddie Chibas are pictured here during a visit to Tampa in the 1950s. Victoriano was the founder of La Gaceta, a weekly publication specializing in news stories in Spanish, Italian, and English. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Delegations from Ybor City and Tampa visited Cuba during the years before Fidel Castro and continued to do so until relations worsened between the United States and Cuba. This photograph, taken in the offices of the Bacardi Company, shows a delegation of the Latin American Fiesta during their goodwill trip to Cuba in January of 1959. Pictured here are, from left to right, Mrs. Leon Cazin, Paco Vinagre, Albert Knapp, Louis and Delia Salazar, Mario and Helen Cabrera, Hector and Olga Jimenez, Pete Sones, Sam Marino, Al Cazin, Nancy Sierra, Sylvia Sears, Cookie Salazar, Sylvia Jimenez, Ann Fernandez, and Lucille Cabrera. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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This picture shows the beginning of the end of contacts between Tampa and Havana. Miss Tampa meets with Fidelistas in the Tropicana in Havana, Cuba, in 1959. Note the motley assemblage of police and military uniforms as well as weapons. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Al Lopez began his career playing in the intersocial baseball leagues of Ybor City and West Tampa (for the Tampa Smokers) and eventually played for professional teams such as the Brooklyn Dodgers, the Boston Braves, and the Pittsburgh Pirates. During the 1950s, Lopez managed the Cleveland Indians and the Chicago White Sox. He is seen in the uniform of the Tampa Tarpons, a farm team for the Cincinnati Reds, at Al Lopez Field in 1973. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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Tony Pizzo, an Ybor City historian and son of Italian immigrants, founded the Tampa Historical Society, the Ybor City Rotary Club, and the Pan-American Commission in order to promote and popularize the past of Ybor City and Tampa. A grateful city named him Outstanding Citizen in 1956, and he was even decorated by both the Italian and Cuban governments for his efforts in preserving the history of Ybor City’s immigrant communities. He is pictured in front of the Italian Club on Seventh Avenue in 1980. (Courtesy Special Collections, University of South Florida.)
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Tampa Mayor Sandy Freedman is pictured here with Sam Leto. Sam headed a drive to establish a memorial to the immigrant families of Ybor City in the late 1980s. His dream came true when the monument was dedicated at Ybor City’s Centennial Park on May 31, 1992. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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President of the J.C. Newman Cigar Company Eric Newman is seen enjoying one of his company’s products. The company was started by his grandfather in 1895. At that time, 40,000 licensed cigar manufacturers operated nationwide, with 300 in Cleveland. By 1927, only two companies were left in the city: J.C. Newman and Mendelsohn. They merged to form M&N Cigar Manufacturers and moved to Tampa in 1945. In May 1997, the company restored its name to J.C. Newman Cigar Company. (Courtesy Association of Emory Alumni of Tampa Bay.)
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Roland Manteiga inherited the position of editor for La Gaceta from his father, Victoriano. Roland was well known for his weekly column “As We Heard It,” and he was once dubbed the “King of Ybor City” by historian Tony Pizzo. Roland held court at his throne in La Tropicana Cafe on Seventh Avenue, where the owners had given him a private table and telephone. He died on September 25, 1998, at the age of 78. His son Patrick is the third Manteiga to inherit and run the respectable La Gaceta. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)






Seven

A FADED MEMORY
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Many neighborhoods and historic buildings were torn down from the 1950s to the present to make way for Interstate Four, subsidized housing, developers, and indifferent city officials. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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With the rising cost of maintenance and fewer patients, the Centro Español Hospital closed its doors in the mid-1960s. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)



[image: e9781439626818_i0142.jpg]

The Sanatorio del Centro Español’s appearance in the latter part of the 1960s was a far cry from its appearance in 1905. By the early 1970s, no trace of the hospital existed. (Courtesy La Gaceta.)
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The old entrance to the Academy of Our Lady of Perpetual Help still stands in 1998 long after the school was torn down. The church and the old school site are located at 1711 Eleventh Avenue.
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Due to urban renewal, the clubhouse for the Sociedad de Martí-Maceo was torn down in 1965. The club moved to the sheet metal workers’ old union hall on Seventh Avenue where Fidel Castro once spoke in December 1955.
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By 1990, the Centro Asturiano Hospital, with rising costs and fewer patients, closed its doors. This is the front entrance of the hospital as it appeared in 1998. The Cuban Club is the last remaining mutual aid society with a nurse and clinic. Only 20 patients, at an average age of 87, are still listed as members of the Beneficiencia.
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This is what remains of the Centro Asturiano Hospital in 1998. Despite promises from city officials of preserving Ybor City, a little bit of the community that once was disappears with each passing day.
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The old Florida Brewery Company on Fifth Avenue and Thirteenth Street is pictured here in 1998. It was situated on Government Springs, the main water source for Fort Brooke, from 1824 to 1881. The brewery was built in 1896 and the spring water was used to brew La Tropical Beer. There are plans to convert the old brewery into a shopping and dining complex.
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This park once marked the spot where the home of Paulina and Ruperto Pedroso sat. The Pedrosos, on numerous occasions, welcomed Cuban patriot José Martí to stay with them. In the 1950s, the site was created as a memorial park, and Cuban President Fulgencio Batista donated funds for it. The site was deeded to the government of Cuba and a bit of Cuba remains in Ybor City. The park is located on Eighth Avenue and Thirteenth Street.
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The factory and steps where José Martí once stood is now memorialized with a historic marker. The old Ybor cigar factory is now home to shops, restaurants, and offices.
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Across the street from the old Ybor factory on Ninth Avenue is the El Pasaje. Today, the building is home to offices and a popular Cajun restaurant, Café Creole.
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These cottages are now preserved as part of the Ybor City State Museum complex; they show the way the families of the cigar workers lived.
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Francisco Ferlita first established a bakery on Ninth Avenue and Nineteenth Street in 1896. The present structure was built after a fire destroyed the wooden structure in 1922. The family-run business was famous for its Cuban bread and was in business until 1973. It is now home to the Ybor City State Museum.
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Driving around the neighborhoods of Ybor City, one can see traces of what would have been local hangouts like this typical corner store on Twenty-Second Street in 1998. These neglected structures are the ones that disappear each day.
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Old Fire Station Number Two on the corner of Columbus Drive and Twelfth Street was built in 1924. This is how the building appeared in 1998. It serves in its original capacity to this day.
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On May 31, 1992, a memorial to the immigrant families of Ybor City was established in Centennial Park on Ninth Avenue.
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Around the monument are plaques listing the names of immigrant families who supported the establishment of the monument.
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With the death of Tony Pizzo, Ybor City’s eminent historian, in 1994, a memorial was dedicated to his memory in Centennial Park.
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The Corina Cigar Factory building on Twenty-Second Street is pictured here in 1998.



[image: e9781439626818_i0159.jpg]

This is a close-up of the Corina Cigar Factory’s facade.
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Here is another view of the old Florida Brewing Company.
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A group of buildings on Fifteenth Street awaits their fate—either destruction or preservation.
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Many of the old cigar factories in Ybor City and West Tampa received a new lease on life as the homes for businesses and office complexes. This is the new home of the Ybor City Brewing Company at 2205 Twentieth Street North.
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West Tampa shared the same fate as Ybor City. Here is an old cigar factory on Pine Street and Howard Avenue. The ornate building in the background is the Centro Español, where plans have been implemented to turn the historic landmark into a inner city youth center.
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The old Corral-Wodiska Company building still stands and is currently used by a garment manufacturing business.
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The restored facade of the Andres Diaz Cigar Factory building stands in West Tampa. In 1908, John Drew built this cigar factory for Andres Diaz and Company of New York. The company produced cigars under the labels Terreno, Flor de A. Diaz, and La Flor de Scott.



[image: e9781439626818_i0166.jpg]

The Andres Diaz building is seen here on Habana Avenue and Kathleen Street in 1998. Like her sister Ybor City, West Tampa became a world center for fine Havana cigar production. It attracted 178 cigar factories that employed some 8,000 workers.
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The painted sign of the Corral-Wodiska still defies time on the side of the old cigar factory.
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Villazon & Co. on 3104 North Armenia Avenue still manufactures cigars in this ancient building.
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Members of El Círculo Cubano gave their time and sweat to help preserve the Cuban Club in 1998. The Cuban Club Foundation and the Círculo Cubano are linked in preserving the future of the building. Without it, Ybor City would lose another piece of its history.
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The old A. Santaella & Co. building still stands in West Tampa.
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There are still a few dedicated individuals interested in the preservation of Ybor City’s past, such as University of South Florida professor Paul Dosal (without cap) and Vinnie Luisi, seen here interviewing Ybor City native and baseball veteran Andrew Espolita.
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In this final view of Ybor City, the statue of José Martí overlooks the former Ybor-Manrara Cigar Factory from the park bearing his name. As we move into the next millennium, one wonders what Ybor City’s future holds. Over the years, the old “Latin Quarter” has been sanitized of its ethnicity with the growing number of bars and entertainment complexes. However, there are holdouts by oldtimers in cafés, restaurants, and clubs. There’s even a resurgence of young members in clubs like El Círculo Cubano. Only time will have the final say on the fate of the area.
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